Strictly Showtime Child Protection Policy    July 2017
Strictly Showtime recognises that we have a duty of care to ensure the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people who attend dance classes.

Strictly Showtime will seek to ensure that as far as is reasonably practicable, the environment in which the lessons take place is safe and poses minimum risk to all who take part.

A child/young person is defined as a person under the age of 18 (The Children Act 1989).

Throughout this policy the term child is used of any young person under the age of 18.

Policy Aims

The aim of the Strictly Showtime Child Protection Policy is to promote good practice. All adults associated with Strictly Showtime Classes are expected to recognise that the welfare of the child is paramount.

We aim to:

· Provide any child attending lessons with an environment in which they feel safe, secure, valued and respected, feel confident and approach us adults if they are in difficulties.

· Raise the awareness of all teaching and non-teaching staff of the need to safeguard children and of their responsibilities in identifying and reporting possible cases of abuse.

· Take appropriate action if we become aware that a child is at risk of potential abuse, and disclose the abuse to the relevant authorities.

· Ensure that the adults within Strictly Showtime who have access to children have been enhanced CRB/DBS checked.

· Ensure that all adults within our class are able to make informed and confident responses to specific child protection issues.
Promoting Good Practice
Child abuse can create strong emotions and it is important to understand these feelings and not allow them to interfere with judgement about the appropriate action to take.

Abuse can occur within the home, school and outside environments, including the Strictly Showtime class.
Any allegation of child abuse against an adult associated with the Strictly Showtime classes, but not the principal herself, should be referred to Jenny Abbott who will contact the relevant authorities through Hampshire Social Services.  If the allegation involves the principal herself it must be referred to Hampshire Social Services, Child Protection and Welfare department:    

http://www3.hants.gov.uk/childrensservices/childrenandyoungpeople/child-protection.htm    Tel : 0845 6035620  (office hours) or 08456004555 (out of office hours)  who will follow this up and give advice as necessary.  
Jenny Abbott (Principal) has received child protection training which includes:

· Recognising the signs and indicators of abuse

· Knowing what to do if there is concern about a child

· Knowing how to react to a disclosure

Confidentiality

Every effort will be made to ensure that confidentiality is maintained for all concerned. Information will be handled and disseminated on a need to know basis only.  The following people/bodies may be involved in this:
· Jenny Abbott (Principal)

· The parents of the person who is alleged to have been abused

· The person making the allegation

· Social Care

· The alleged abuser (and parents if the abuser is a child)

Safe Working Practice

At Strictly Showtime classes, teachers will:

· Treat all children and young people equally with respect and dignity

· Work in an open environment avoiding unobserved situations and encouraging open communication

· Ensure any form of manual/physical support required is provided openly and with consent of the child concerned

· Promote and environment which supports a healthy positive attitude, this includes not smoking, drinking alcohol, or swearing in the company of students
· Ensure that the child is not pushed to overstretch their level of physical ability

· Gain parental consent to act in loco parentis, if the need arises to administer emergency first aid and/or other medical treatment

· Record any injury that occurs and any remedial action or emergency first aid given.
At Strictly Showtime classes, teachers will not:

· Develop relationships with any individual child

· Engage in any physical contact other than that which is necessary in order to teach
· Make any personal comment or behave in a manner that could be construed as sexually provocative and as such, sexual abuse
· Arrange to meet children in any other environment than the dance class or other venue specifically related to the class.

· Provide transport

· Make arrangements with a child without parental consent (written)

· Use language that may humiliate or demean

Complaints Procedure
Any general complaints of bad practice during our sessions, from children, parents or staff should be put in writing or email to Jenny Abbott, Principal of Strictly Showtime, who will follow it up in person and make sure the complaint is fully investigated and authorities informed if necessary.  Jenny Abbott will keep a written record for a period up to two years of these complaints including the outcome of the investigation and the action taken.  Jenny Abbott will inform the parent of the outcome in writing or by email within 20 days of the complaint being made.  This complaints record will be available to Ofsted on request.
Bullying

All signs of bullying will be taken very seriously. Victims and alleged bullies will be spoken to separately. Victims will be reassured that they can trust who they are speaking to and they will be helped, but promises must not be made to tell no one else. Records of all discussions will be kept. Any concerns must be reported to Jenny Abbott immediately, who will decide on the appropriate course of action. This may include exclusion from future classes.
Use of Photographic/Filming Equipment at Events

Videoing is sometimes used as a teaching aid, or for publicity and videos/photographs of our shows are often taken.  Parents are made aware of this when they sign up and given the option to opt out if they wish.
Behaviour
If a child is misbehaving, to the point of disrupting the class or showing disrespect for the teacher or other students then that child will be spoken to and the parents/ carer informed.  A positive behaviour reward scheme may be introduced to encourage good behaviour after discussion with the parent.  In extreme circumstances the child may be asked to leave Strictly Showtime.
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